
LMM favorite Peter Mayer on how faith 
helps feed his muse
     By Vic Williams

 To singer-songwriter-musician Peter Mayer, 

all music is sacred in the end.

 “It’s a gift of the Spirit,” he said 

while on the road in South Florida 

with Jimmy Buffett and the Coral 

Reefer Band; a gig he’s kept going 

for some 23 years along with his 

solo outings as both a mainstream 

and Christian pop-rock artist, 

including a long-running series of 

shows for Lutheran Men in Mission 

and ELCA Youth Gatherings 

stretching back a decade or more. 

“In most cases, music says what 

words can’t.”

 Yet, Mayer, who opened last 

July’s Lutheran Men’s Gathering 

in Denver, CO, and whose Peter 

Mayer Group will act as the 

house band for this summer’s 

ELCA Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans, finds plenty of ways to fit 

his faith into words. That’s true 

whether or not a song is directly 

Christian in theme and tone or 

more secular in flavor, as on one 

of the dozen solo records he’s 

produced since the 1980s, first 

with his brother as the group PM, then with 

his current, incredibly versatile and diverse 

lineup starting in 1995.

Faith and music
 After all the records and shows, he says 

he still can’t find a clear dividing line 

between his chief musical muses.

 “It’s hard for me to make any distinction 

between them. For instance, our latest 

album as the Peter Mayer Group are pop 

songs we’ve done over the past 15 or 20 

years, an album that many people perceive 

to be non-spiritual or secular songs. But I 

just don’t see that separation in my life.”

 In other words, it’s all good, no matter 

the makeup of the audience on any given 

night, or the musicians with whom he 

shares the stage. Inclusiveness, connecting, 

and belonging are all key.

 “I just can’t separate it, because if I do 

it makes me feel distant from people, like 

I’ve built an enclave where my spirituality 

is supposed to dwell. The second thing is 

that I find so much of grace in other 

people, the way they carry God’s 

love, that without staying open to 

it, I would be cheating myself and a 

lot of other people. That’s what has 

made it easier for me to be in the 

Jimmy Buffett group.”

 In fact, plying his lifelong 

musical trade among throngs of 

passionate Parrotheads—fans of 

Jimmy Buffet—keeps the 53-year-

old Mayer grounded as a man, a 

Christian, and a Lutheran. It might 

be the perfect place for God’s grace 

to dwell, night after night and song 

after song; an earthly, modern-day 

continuation of Jesus’ tendency 

to hang out with “regular folk,” 

including non-believers.

      “A lot of people have asked me 

how I reconcile that—living the 

musician’s lifestyle and a life of 

faith,” Mayer said. “I don’t think 

they’re mutually exclusive, but 

I do think you can walk some 

thorny paths. I certainly have. 

I’ve been there. But I had a beginning to 

life being a son of a pastor and my mom 

[they were missionaries in India when he 

was born, though he grew up in Missouri], 

so I was lucky to be sort of ‘washed in the 

water’ early in life.
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Ever walk with me Lord
Each night and day a rejoicing

With kindness and harmony, justice the beat
You’ve turned my footsteps to dancing

Oh ever walk with me Lord.
From “Ever Walk With Me Lord” on the Stirrin’ Up The Water album

Peter Mayer and Young Men’s Ministry Council Member Louis Tilman
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It’s all about relationships

I was sitting with a congregational men’s group the other day—just listening. It was a 

group of about 15 guys, mostly 45 and up with the exception of 18-year-old Ben who was 

sitting next to his friend, 65-year-old Tom. 

The conversation initially centered on “what kind of programs and projects can we do to 

attract more men”? While a dizzying number of ideas were bantered about the room, I 

wondered if the same 15 men would be doing all of these things as we were just guessing 

“what might attract more guys”. 

Finally, one of my fellow grey heads directed the question to Ben, “What kind of 

program would attract guys your age?” 

Ben was not there for the food, or necessarily the fellowship. Ben was there because Tom 

had taken the time to develop a friendship with him. Tom noticed, and took interest in 

him and has invested his time and energy in Ben. We call that the I-Go model—Identify, 

Invite, and Invest. 

We who are older are not really that much different than those who are younger. In a 

study done several years ago, George Barna asked 2,000 men what would bring them 

back to church. One of the three top responses was if there were three or four men they 

could identify as friends. 

It’s about relationships, relationships, relationships. The vision of Lutheran Men in 

Mission is for every man to have a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through an 

effective men’s ministry in every congregation. That relationship with Jesus Christ is 

strengthened through and with others. 

If we model ministry after Jesus’ example, it’s about relationships. Jesus dealt with 

groups of hundreds and thousands. But he spent a sizeable chunk of time with twelve 

men, and really poured his life into three—Peter, James, and John. He invited them to 

come along, see, hear, and experience life together. 

We don’t know much about the individuals in the crowds of hundreds and thousands that 

Jesus dealt with, but those he spent significant time with turned the world upside down, 

and they didn’t even have a program!

Doug Haugen, executive director

Lutheran Men in Mission

Doug.Haugen@elca.org

F r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

I have called you friends...
John 15:15 (NRSV)



 There is more computing power in a single 

smartphone than in the computers that put men 

on the moon. This technology brings an access 

to music unknown to earlier generations: 

satellite radio, Pandora streaming radio, HD 

radio, YouTube, VeVo, and the unforgettable 

iPod. Music is a constant in the lives of young 

adults, without them realizing how immersed 

in it they are. 

 Music transports young men to a different 

place. It can be reflective, and take them back 

to a happier or more peaceful time… high 

school, college, old relationships, athletics, 

hanging out with friends. It can drive them to achieve or get out of 

the current situation, through a healthy (or jaded) vision of what 

can be. Lastly, it can invoke the transcendent, ushering them into a 

place where the Holy Spirit shows up.

 As older brothers and spiritual fathers, realize that music is a 

vessel to connect to the rhythm of young men’s lives. Young men 

pay attention to that which you give your time. As suggested 

below, find ways to engage young men and walk alongside them to 

the foot of the cross. 

 The I-GO* model is useful. Become the learner: Ask a young 

man for a lesson on technology. Become the audiophile: Ask a 

young man to help set up your home theater. Be the guy with 

season tickets: Ask a young man to hit a concert with you. Go 

check out YouTube: Then debate with the young man over what 

you think this year’s new over-played spring-break song will be. 

Be the guy with a garage band: Ask a young 

man to come play bass on a Saturday night, 

then ask him to play on Sunday morning.

   There is a generation starving for authentic 

relationships and salvation. Let God use you 

to make heaven crowded! 

    One final note: As worship planners, pay 

attention to where lyrics in worship songs 

can take guys. It is not uncommon to have 

songs played in a key that many men cannot 

sing, and the language is not guy-centric or 

-engaging. While the women around them 

sing their hearts out to the Lord, guys just 

stand there glancing around and feeling out of place. 

    Allow yourself to tap into the rhythm and sound of today’s music 

and you’ll probably find more young men plugging into your men’s 

ministry.

    * The I-GO model and other strategies are discussed more in 

depth in Coming of Age: Exploring the Spirituality of Younger 

Men, a resource of Lutheran Men in Mission. You can find it at 

www.lutheranmen.org.

Kyle Pedersen

Kyle Pedersen is a brother, a son, and walk-along-sider who is 

journeying to the foot of the cross with an amazing crew! When not 

doing his day job in Des Moines, IA, he serves as a Young Men’s 

Specialist with Lutheran Men in Mission.

 Thrivent Choice, the charitable grant program from Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans, continues to be a welcome funding source 

for Lutheran Men in Mission.

 If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, you likely are aware 

of this easy, convenient way to help support what matters most to 

you. The Thrivent Choice program offers two ways members can 

recommend where Thrivent 

Financial distributes some 

of its charitable grant funds 

each year. 

 The first is through Voting Events, which are held one to two 

times a year. During these Voting Events, all members age 16 and 

older can recommend how Thrivent Financial distributes a set 

amount of charitable grant funds among a short list of national 

organizations. Already, $2 million has been distributed among 17 

national organizations. 

 The second component of Thrivent Choice is Choice Dollars. 

Eligible benefit members are designated Choice Dollars which 

they can direct, thereby recommending charitable grant funding 

for Lutheran Men in Mission. 

 If you are eligible to participate in Choice Dollars, or are uncertain 

about your eligibility, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Or contact 

your local Thrivent Financial 

representative.

 Choice Dollars designated to 

eligible benefit members in 

2012 must be directed by March 31, 2013.

 Directing Choice Dollars and voting in Voting Events are subject 

to the terms and conditions of the Thrivent Choice Program. Visit 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice for complete terms and conditions.
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 Representatives of Lutheran 

Men in Mission distributed nearly 

6,000 El Nuevo Testamentos, 

Spanish language New 

Testements, to congregations 

and ministries from October 

2011 through February of this 

year. Here is the story of one 

such congregation.

 This past December, the 

members and friends of San 

José Lutheran Church in Beloit, 

WI, celebrated Las Posadas. 

“Posada” is Spanish for lodging 

and celebrates the Nativity 

members considered to be 

pilgrims seeking lodging. The 

celebration participants led a 

procession carrying candles and statuettes 

of Joseph and Mary to the Nativity scene 

in front of the congregation’s alter. 

 Prior to the procession and celebration, 

Rev. Neddy Astudill welcomed and 

thanked Lon Buss for the gift of fifty 

El Nuevo Testamentos (Spanish New 

Testaments). As part of 

the procession, some of 

the Bibles were placed 

in front of the Nativity 

scene. Lon is the Region 

5 Director for Lutheran 

Men in Mission. San José 

Lutheran Church was also 

given the Master Builders 

Bible for Men, Coming 

of Age, and No Man Left 

Behind resources to help 

their members and friends 

have a closer relationship 

with Jesus Christ. 

 To date, LMM has 

distributed or sold 25,000 

Spanish language New 

Testaments in the United States and 

Central and South America to reach out to 

Spanish speaking communities.

The men of San José Lutheran Church in Beloit, WI, with LMM’s Spanish 
language New Testament—El Nuevo Testamento.

Harold and Esther Arne
Fred Bohls
Bernard and Christine Bresson
Lon and Deborah Buss
Livingston Crinclow
Mark and Judy Dahl
Thomas Green
Douglas and Doris Haugen
Daniel Joy
Ken Kahler
Douglas and Ann Larson
Ruth C. Lindahl
Richard Miller
Larry Moeller
Larry and Vickie Nines
Wesley Oestreich
Henry and Margaret Ogden-Howe
Donovan Paul
Heber and Gloria Rast
Darrel S. Rice
William and Dorothy Schleichert
Charles and Geneva Schwartz
Leona Simonson
LeRoy and Ruth Simonson
Kay Synder
Norman and Kathie Smith
Richard and Christine White

These members of the 

Lutheran Men in Mission 

heritage club have helped 

to secure the future of this 

ministry by remembering 

Lutheran Men in Mission 

in their will/estate 

planning. If you would 

like to know more about 

including LMM in your 

will, please contact us at 

800-638-3522, ext. 2566. 

Lutheran 
Men in Mission

Heritage 
Club

When Lyman Coleman designed the One Year to Live Retreat 
with Lutheran Men in Mission several years ago, he asked if LMM 
would share this with other denominations. A group of LMM 
leaders introduced One Year to Live to the first group of United 
Methodist Men in Waycross, GA in January. One Year to LIve is 
now a part of the national United Methodist Men’s program.

lmm Presents Gift of sPanish new testaments
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Crew Chief 
($10,000 +)
Anonymous 
Doug & Doris Haugen 
Douglas A. Larson 
Les and Melanie Robbins
   
Senior Tradesman 
($5,000-9,999)
Anonymous 
Elaine Becker 
Walter Kessler 

Tradesman 
($2,500-4,999)
Darrel S. Rice 
Fred W. Bohls 
Geneva M. Schwartz 
Harold W. Yost 
Heber E. Rast 
Jeffery Mason 
Jerome L. Wiedmann 
L. Karsten Lundring 
LeRoy L. Simonson 
Norman L. Smith 
North Carolina LMM
 Charlotte, NC
South Carolina Synod LMM 
 Wellford, SC

Master Craftsman 
($1,000-2,499)
Allen K. Anderson 
Anonymous 
Bernard A. Bresson 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
 Marysville, WA
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
 Auburn, CA
Bruce Lundberg 
Glen A. Johnson 
Henry L. Howe 
Howard B. Vreeland 
Jeffery Kuchenbecker 
John M. Fisher 
John P. Evans 
Kevin L. Johnson 
Kurt D. Larson 
Kyle A. Pedersen 
Lon A. Buss 
Mark F. Vaughan 

Merrill Lynch Private Client  
 Group - Lancaster, PA
Neal E. Snider 
Peter Mayer’s 
 Little Flock Music 
Richard L. White 
Richard O. Willrett 
Robert E. Ostgulen 
Rollie G. Fredrickson 
Russell M. Tesch 
St John Lutheran Church
 Boerne, TX
Thomas A. Green 
Thomas H. Derrick 
Thomas R. Lucas 
Tim Crout 
Vernon L. Beadles 
Wayne E. Caughman

Craftsman 
($500-999)
Canton Massillon Conference  
 LMM - Louisville, OH
Dale Nettnin 
David C. Hammer 
Donald L. Shaub 
Edgar T. Cleaver 
Edwin S. Eargle 
Elmer Ledesma 
Homer A. Saetre 
Israel’s Lutheran Church
 Paris, OH
Joe Feagins 
Kevin E. Burke 
Lord of Love Lutheran Church
 Omaha, NE
Lorin Millard 
Lutheran Men In Mission
 Owatonna, MN
Lutheran Men In Mission
 Corpus Christi, TX
Mark Dahl 
Metro New York LMM
 Babylon, NY
Mike Maulick 
Nathan Anenson 
Nebraska Synod LMM
 Omaha, NE
Northeastern Ohio Lutheran 
Men in Mission 
 North Canton, OH

Paul Beckman 
Paul F. Kasper 
Prince of Peace Lutheran  
 Church - Everett, WA
Richard C. Baker 
Russell McKittrick 
S. G. Samuelsen 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod  
 LMM - Redwood Falls, MN
St Paul Lutheran Church
 Peoria, IL
Stanley M. Sword 
Steven D. Nack 
Wayne E. Schoner 
Wesley D. Oestreich
 
Builder 
($250-499)
Adolph F. Moller 
Alan O. Schubert 
Alton F. Luedke
American Lutheran Church
 Orrville, OH 
Arden Swenson 
Arne J. Quanbeck 
Arnold A. Witt
Arnold Bradshaw 
Arthur F. Pautsch 
Artie Elmquist 
Atonement Lutheran Church
 Concord, NC 
Audie R. Hammond 
Augsburg Lutheran Church
 Springfield, IL
August W. Waltmann 
Barnett Investments 
Barry M. Brown 
Becky L. Thane 
Benjamin J. Ahles-Iverson
Bernice H. Parker 
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran  
 Church
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Bill Anderson
Billy R. Whitener 
Blake F. Putney 
Boyce D. Whitener 
Bradley J. Jacobson 
Bradley Krenke 
Bret Gardner 
Brian Dooley 

Brian K. Gigee 
Bruce F. Kaufman 
Bruce F. Stokes 
Bruce L. Christman 
Burke Lutheran Church
 Poynette, WI 
Calvary Lutheran Church
Calvin Schell 
Carl A. Gustafson 
Carl M. Fisher 
Carl O. Ulmer 
Central Southern Illinois LMM
Chancery Huntley 
Charles B. Mick 
Charles H. Berge 
Charles H. Greene 
Charles M. Leach 
Charles P. Houglum 
Charles R. Short 
Charles S. Merroth 
Charles W. DeHaven 
Charles W. Moen 
Charlotte M. Rimmereid
Chris E. Brekke 
Christian M. Lieber 
Christopher Steubing 
Clarence Hodde 
Claude Eggebraaten
Clifford G. Schuette 
Clifford M. Peterson 
Clifton W. Anderson 
Clyde H. Jundt 
Cory A. Wolff 
Cross of Glory Lutheran Church
Curtis M. Tesch 
D. M. Price
Dalton Siirila 
Daniel D. Wee 
David C. Craig 
David D. Edmundson 
David D. Proctor 
David Freeman 
David Garan 
David K. Lehman 
David L. Waggoner 
David Lindley 
David M. Roberts 
David R. Dare 
David R. Halaas 
David R. Keck 
David R. Klym 

David R. Rossing 
David W. Nesslage 
David W. Oerke 
Dean D. Naugle 
Dean Levin 
Debra Flessner 
Dee L. Miller 
Dekorra Lutheran Church
Del Adolf 
Delbert Hansen 
Delbert Larson 
Delroy Harman 
Dennis K. Hagstrom 
Dennis Martin 
Dennis Rahe 
Dennis Ryland 
Dennis W. Kruse 
Diane M. Snyder 
Diego Espinoza 
Donald Ahrens 
Donald M. Harting 
Donald Mengle 
Donald P. Skoog
Donald R. Mease
Donald Rowen 
Donald W. Baisch 
Donovan J. Paul 
Douglas Rehnblom 
Duane F. Schafer 
Duane O. Evenson
Dwight S. Keafer 
Dwight W. Goodman
Earl A. Key 
Earl H. Kelly 
Edward Blewett
Edward Parde 
Elaine R. Molnar
Eldene E. Ronnekamp
Elmer Mueller 
Elvin M. Thomsen
Eric J. Ecklund 
Eric Jaeger 
Erik S. Kjesbu 
Ernest O. Punchard 
Ernest Zellmer 
Eugene B. Tjarks
Eugene W. Johnson 
Everett Flanigan 
Floyd G. Anderson 
Floyd G. Anderson 
Floyd T. Lentz 

Thanks to God working through the wonderful donors listed below, 

Lutheran Men in Mission took a great step forward with a significant 

increase in gift income in 2011. We have come a long way, but 2012 will be 

an even more exciting and challenging year for us. Two donors have stepped 

forward with challenge gifts totaling $20,000. We are to meet that challenge 

by summer. Please prayerfully consider how you might help. Please refer any 

additions/corrections to Kim Moseley at 800-638-3522, ex. 2595, or e-mail 

at Kimberley.Moseley@elca.org.
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Forrest Ehmke 
Francis J. Fisbeck 
Frank L. Keisler 
Fred W. Lillich 
Frederick J. Seewoester
Frederick L. Eilert 
Galilean Lutheran Church
Garry Holtman 
Gary Grefrath 
Gary Strey 
Gary W. Mayer 
Gene L. Zorn 
George A. Kegley 
George E. Krumrey 
George M. Wadzita 
George McHale 
George R. Wertz 
George Reese
George W. Niesl
Gerald A. Hanson
Gilmore J. Koepsell
Glenn C. Humann
Glenn Kirchhoff
Gorden Dyrud
Gordon B. Nord
Grace Lutheran Church
 Salisbury, NC 
Gregory D. Weatherd 
Hal Nielsen 
Hans C. Hannemann 
Harold J. Bogisch 
Harold L. Barndt 
Harold O. Arne
Harold W. Olson 
Harry Blume 
Harry J. Goehring 
Heiko Meyer 
Herbert Holl 
Hilbert Martin 
Hilmar E. Flowers 
House of Prayer Lutheran  
 Church - Jamestown, ND 
Howard D. Tubre
Immanuel Evangelical
 Lutheran Church
Iva M. Thelander 
Jack D. Means 
Jack M. Johnson 
James E. Boozer 
James G. Puckett 
James H. Parker 
James L. Rathe 
James M. Greenlee 
James N. Hallman 
James R. Curtis 
James S. Aull 
James S. Willoughby
James W. Kinney 
Jan C. Nelson 
Janice L. Horkey 
Jay L. Kulp 
Jayson Menke 
Jean A. Hertler 
Jeanine Riedel 
Jeff Brenning 

Jeff Miller 
Jerome C. Trelstad 
Jerry Brown 
Jerry Dragseth
Jimmy R. Horton 
Joan Knierim 
Joanne R. Wolf 
Joby C. Castine 
Jody Sprague 
Joe Tsiaklals 
John A. Anderson 
John B. Powers 
John C. Hammar 
John C. Weber
John D. Price 
John E. Knierim 
John F. Weaver 
John H. Everts 
John H. Powell 
John Hindley 
John J. Zatarski 
John L. Barger 
John Lord 
John Nilsen 
John R. Balzer 
John R. Varland 
Jonathan Esslinger 
Jonathan L. Sachs 
Joseph A. Martin 
Joseph S. Boozer 
Judith L. Dedrickson 
Justin March 
K. F. Rist 
Karl Demuth 
Kary Daniels 
Keith Mehrens 
Keith O. Zeh 
Keith P. Brown 
Kenneth E. Green 
Kenneth R. Nelson 
Kent R. Suemnicht 
Kermit W. Black 
Kerry L. Blanke 
Kevin Miller 
Klaus O. Koch 
Larry D. Hinrichs 
Larry E. Erickson 
Larry F. Rathe 
Larry P. Ziemer 
LaVern Christianson 
Lawrence R. Wohlrabe
Lee W. Cunningham 
Leroy E. Rupprecht 
Leroy W. Stadem 
Lewis A. Nitschke 
Living Waters Lutheran Church
LMM Lancaster County Bible  
 Study Group 
Lorri Monterose 
Lowell M. Gangstad 
Loy J. Sizemore 
Lutheran Church of the  
 Redeemer 
Lutheran Men in Mission
Lyle Baker 

Mads O. Andenas 
Mahlon Laible 
Mark A. Anderson 
Mark C. Spademann 
Mark H. Hanshew 
Mark J. Hinkley 
Mark Moler 
Mark S. Farnan 
Markus Coleman 
Marvin Berg 
Marvin G. Rothfusz 
Marvin L. Schinnerer 
Mary R. Amburn 
Men of St. John American  
 Lutheran Church 
Merle A. Parker 
Merle Griffis 
Messiah Lutheran 
Church 
Michael Holsclaw 
Michael T. Cook 
Mike D. Krupa 
Mike Glantz 
Mike Whitlock 
Mildred B. Von 
Seggern 
Mildred M. Herder 
Miriam Bohls 
Monroe E. Pederson 
Mount Olive Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
Nancy R. Brown 
Nathan G. Lundgren 
Ned M. Jarrett
Neil S. Kvern
Nels Rasmussen 
Nic J. Robbins 
Norman H. Imbrock 
Norman Sudnick 
Norman Zembower 
Oris B. Houglum 
Otho L. Shealy 
Our Savior Lutheran Church
P. David Peterson 
Parker E. Tupin 
Paul A. Trexler 
Paul D. Anderson 
Paul D. Riddle 
Paul H. Johnson 
Paul L. Baumgartner 
Paul Magelssen 
Paul R. Rice 
Peace Lutheran Church 
 Men’s Group 
Peri Segaran 
Peter Chambers 
Peter J. Ewers 
Peter O. Johnson 
Philip E. Frigm 
Pisgah Lutheran Church
R. L. Chrisinger 
Ralph Gallagher 
Ralph H. Berglund 
Ralph H. Meyer 
Randi K. VenHuizen 

Randolph Dahlinger 
Raymond Spilker 
Raymond W. Heilener
Reformation Lutheran Church
Richard A. Schwebke 
Richard C. Beckman 
Richard F. Spall 
Richard Flessner 
Richard Harder 
Richard J. Haase 
Richard Jacobsen 
Richard Kavanuck 
Richard L. Binkley 
Richard L. Hosking 
Richard Reding
Richard W. Bohm
Richfield Lutheran Church
Rick Gilmer 
Rob Goodlive 
Robert A. Boone 
Robert Barto 
Robert C. Oelker 
Robert Carrothers 
Robert D. Stenberg 
Robert E. Drewes 
Robert E. Reisch 
Robert Eskridge 
Robert F. Mueller
Robert F. Pardoe 
Robert H. Eller 
Robert Henrickson 
Robert L. Hudgins 
Robert L. Peterson 
Robert N. Hubbs 
Robert S. Hartman 
Robert W. Bender 
Robert W. Sandstrom
Rod Stoltenburg 
Roger A. Newton 
Roger A. Zeeb 
Roger F. Olson 
Roger Luppold 
Roger W. Smith 
Rollin J. Swanson 
Ron Von Rajcs 
Ronald B. Ferrell 
Ronald C. McMurry 
Ronald L. Johnson 
Roy Stroeher 
Roy Washington 
Rudy R. Rice 
Russ Ruzanski 
Russell F. Anderson 
Russell P. Schreiber 
Ruth A. Zartman 
Ruth M. Larson 
Scott Penrod 
Sean L. Forde 
Selmer E. Hatlestad 
Shawn Peterson 
Sherman G. Hicks 
Sierra Pacific Synod, ELCA
Southern Ohio Synod LMM
Southwestern Texas Synod,  
 ELCA 

St Andrew Lutheran Church
St James Lutheran Church
St John Lutheran Church
St John Lutheran Church 
St Paul Lutheran Church
 Minneapolis, MN 
St Paul Lutheran Church
St Paul Lutheran Church
Stanley R. Lillich 
Stephen Heitmann 
Steven B. Cauley 
Steven G. Haigh 
Steven L. Crane 
Steven L. Ullestad 
Steven Laine 
Steven R. Bolte 
Stuart B. Stanley 
Summer Memorial LMM
T. J. Helwig 
Theodore Hansen 
Thomas Bradley 
Thomas Hauser 
Thomas J. Ness 
Thomas M. Smith 
Thomas W. Hardgrove
Tim J. Schroeder 
Timothy M. Love 
Tom Smith 
Torval J. Haugen 
Trinity Lutheran Church
Trinity Lutheran Church
Valerian J. Ahles 
Venessa Y. Acham 
Verona Haugen
Victor A. Baderschneider
Virgil Anderson 
W. W. Zimdars 
Walter F. Williams 
Walter R. Goodman 
Walter Waltke 
Warren F. Bateman 
Warren F. Wilson 
Warren R. Scholten  
Wayne Addy 
Wayne M. Gardner 
Weldon Shealy 
Werner Janssen 
Wesley G. Swanson 
West Twomey 
Western Iowa LMM
Wilfried Vogel 
William A. Christmas 
William C. Tuttle 
William D. Moeller 
William E. Schirmer 
William E. Tietgens
William J. Moser 
William O. Rossing 
William T. Voss 
Worth M. Fink 
Zion Men in Mission 
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 A CRUT or CRAT?  What in the world are they?  Well, they 

are agreements that allow you to make a gift to help Lutheran 

Men in Mission (LLM) continue to draw men into more effective 

Christian ministry and at the same time receive for yourself an 

income for life.

 CRUT is short for Charitable Remainder Unitrust and CRAT 

stands for Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust.

 These are wonderful tools for donating appreciated securities 

or property to Lutheran Men in Mission while benefiting in turn 

from a life income as well as tax savings.  By law, the rate of 

return on a Unitrust or Annuity Trust must be a minimum of 5% 

but can be as high as 6%, 7%, 8% or even more.  The tax benefits 

include a sizeable charitable contribution deduction plus complete 

freedom from any capital gains tax.  As the securities or property 

are removed from your estate, there is also freedom from estate or 

inheritance taxes.

 Each Charitable Remainder Trust is its own entity, e.g. the 

Tom and Alice Smith Charitable Remainder Unitrust.  Your gift 

is invested to provide an income stream for you as long as you 

live with the Remainder (hence the name) going, at your death, to 

Lutheran Men in Mission for our charitable purposes.  The rate of 

return is unaffected by age and more than one person can share in 

the Trust income.

 Would you like to learn more about these intriguing gift 

methods?  To help you do so, LMM has available, free of charge, 

an interesting booklet which describes the many advantages of 

Charitable Remainder Trusts.  To received your copy phone Doug 

Haugen, Executive Director, at 773.380.2566 or write or send 

the coupon below to Lutheran Men in Mission, ELCA, 8765 W. 

Higgins Road, Chicago IL 60631.  There is no cost or obligation.

Please send me, without cost or obligation, a copy of the helpful folder Charitable Remainder Trusts.

Name:  __________________________________  Phone:   ______________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________________________________      

Clip, Complete, 
and Mail to:
Doug Haugen,
Executive Director
Lutheran Men in Mission
8765 West Higgins Road
Chicago IL 60631

cr u t s ,  cr at s  a n d  t h i n G s  li k e  t h at!

✁

 One Year to Live is a retreat followed up by small groups that 

encourage men to look seriously at their lives, make significant 

decisions about their spiritual journey, and work with other men to 

hold one another accountable for those decisions. One Year to Live 

is an opportunity for men to explore the difference their Christian 

faith can make in their lives as they relate to families, people at 

work, and others in the Christian community.

 The retreat is successful because it’s designed for men. It’s peer 

oriented, not expert oriented. It’s not centered on information, but 

is process oriented, that is, it’s a structured series of conversations 

to explore who you are.

 We hope you’ll go online and sign up for a retreat near you. You 

can email any questions you have to Doug.Haugen@elca.org.
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2012 One Year to Live Retreats
For details, go to: lutheranmeninmission.org 

and click on Events > One Year to Live.

Charleston, SC
Coastal Retreat Center

March 23-25, 2012

Fremont, NE
Camp Rivercrest

March 23-25, 2012

Grant, CO
Camp Santa Maria

April 13-15, 2012

Clintonville, WI
Imago Dei Village

May 18-20, 2012

Rodgers, OH
Camp Frederick

August 24-26, 2012

Poynette, WI
MacKenzie Center

November 9-11, 2012



 “That seems to have a very negative 

effect on a lot of people, and I’ve struggled 

a lot with my faith over the years, but I can’t 

imagine a day without it—even if it’s just 

a quick, askance, spiritual way of walking. 

I depend on it so much for strength, and 

clarity and vision. That moves me to write. 

The Spirit moves in me, but what I believe 

less in is those clear boundaries of, ‘this is 

spiritual music, and that is not.”

The first invitation to connect with LMM
 The Peter Mayer Group brings many 

musical influences to bear in their 

work—classical, rock, folk, country, jazz, 

gospel—which makes them a natural for 

events like the Lutheran Men’s Gatherings. 

Still, when LMM Executive Director Doug 

Haugen approached Mayer in 2003 to play 

the gathering that year, he took pause.

 “He called me out of the blue at my home 

in Nashville,” Mayer said. “He introduced 

himself, said he was with Lutheran Men 

in Mission. He asked if I’d be interested 

in playing a couple of men’s events. I said, 

‘Well, let me look at my schedule and think 

about it.’

 “Originally I was, ‘Oh my gosh do I 

really want  to get into this?’ My vision of 

Lutheran men was tied to some old notion 

of a church-backed men’s club of an era 

gone by. You go through your own story 

without knowing their story. It wasn’t that 

I was a stranger to church; we attended 

church regularly, my father was a minister. 

I’ve always been closely tied to and found 

great strength through the organized 

church and my faith life. But at the same 

time, I wasn’t sure how this would pan out. 

I happened to have The Lutheran magazine 

that my mother had subscribed to. I read 

a few articles and had this strange kind 

of ‘coming home’ feeling, that there was 

something here—‘so let’s get into this and 

see what happens.’

 “The first one I did was in Colorado. 

I did a song and got to be part of two 

presentations there. It really blew me away; 

it was eye-opening and uplifting. One of 

the best things to come out of it was my 

friendship with Doug Haugen. He not only 

ran Lutheran Men in Mission but became a 

friend, a confidante, and a huge supporter. 

We call each other maybe five or ten times 

a year as we’re both traveling around. 

He’s been a very dear friend and very 

encouraging along the way.”

What the Spirit has done—is doing.
  The recurring connection with Haugen 

and LMM’s army of dedicated-yet-

searching Lutheran guys gives Mayer 

stronger footing in his own faith 

walk with Jesus—the affirming 

sense that we’re all in this 

together.

     “It’s taught me never to assume 

things about other people, or 

about faith, or God’s work in our 

lives,” he said. “What I assumed 

originally was way off base. It’s 

taught me to always leave an 

open door in your story for a 

lot to change, for the Spirit, for 

God to come in and do really 

life transforming work. A lot of it seems to 

be peeling away layers of what we’ve put 

on over years. It’s taught me to be more 

open; to see that this work in men’s lives 

is really transforming and inspiring. They 

mean it, but they don’t claim to have it all 

‘down,’ which I really count on, because 

I get irritated when people claim to have 

it down. I like their humanity in the sense 

that they’ve struggled as men, they’ve had 

victories as men, and they recognize as a 

family that we all need that life-giving 

breath, that life of faith.”

 So, life just keeps rolling along for 

Mayer, and his blessings are many—the 

Buffett gigs, his solo work (including the 

newly released live set Under Your Spell), 

and his family life at home. But there’s one 

road he’d like to travel soon, with other 

Lutheran men at his side.

 “I talked to Doug the other day, and 

what really excited me is his work with 

the One Year to Live program, and his 

work with young people. It’s a wonderful 

development, opening doors to the young,” 

Mayer said with palpable excitement. “I 

haven’t been, but from what I understand, 

it heavily involves listening to people talk 

of their lives and their faith. Talk of their 

struggles and their victories. I strongly 

believe that Lutheran men need a shift of 

paradigm from, ‘Let us go in and instruct’ 

to, ‘let us be companions and community 

with these people who are God’s children.’ 

Being a companion also means listening.”

And playing. And singing. And believing.
 

You can find out more about Peter Mayer’s 

life, music, and upcoming events at www.

petermayer.com.

Vic Williams is publisher of 

Fairways + Greens Magazine 

and a member of Lutheran 

Church of the Good Shepherd 

in Reno, NV.

(continued from cover)
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foreMEN
The 2012 Presidential campaign has started in earnest, and we hear the electorate asking the 

various candidates, “If I vote for you, what will you do for me?” As men involved in Lutheran Men 

in Mission’s leadership, we are often asked a similar question, “What will LMM do for us?” (Feel 

free to substitute me, my church, or my synod for the word us.) This question is often raised when 

we ask someone for their financial support.

Let me answer the question by highlighting what LMM has done over the past few years:

 • Distributed 10,000 Master Builders Bible for Men at no cost to help churches start or   

  restart a men’s Bible study.

 • Sold another 40,000 Master Builders Bible for Men at a great price ($15-$20) to further   

  promote Bible study among men.

 • Given Bibles to seminarians who are going out on internship.

 • Distributed or sold 25,000 Spanish language New Testaments in the United States and Central and South America to reach out  

  to Spanish speaking communities.

 • Helped develop and conduct the One Year to Live retreat to provide life-changing opportunities for men to re-evaluate  

  where they are in their life and faith. We’ve reached almost 500 men, so far.

 • Developed and conducted the Building Men for Christ workshop to help churches start men’s ministry for men of all  ages. 

  250 men have participated, to date.

 • Reached out to young men, ages 18-35, with the research we funded that resulted in the book Coming of Age:   

  Exploring the Spirituality and Identity of Younger Men, and the formation of the Young Men’s Council and the LEAD  

  program, a year-long leadership development and discipleship program for young men.

 • Held a 2-day gathering for men of all ages in Denver, CO, under the theme Called! Equipped! Sent! that reached out   

  to 400+ men.

 • Distributed via email a weekly Bible study based upon the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel lesson.

 • Published a quarterly newsletter with copies sent to every ELCA congregation and a mailing list of an additional 10,000 people.

 • Created a new, independent Web site www.lutheranmen.org and established our presence on both Facebook and Twitter.

I could go on with other things such as becoming a separately incorporated non-profit organization with 501(c)3 status, but that 

is not the point. What I have listed above is ministry: Lutheran Men in Mission reaching out to achieve its vision of establishing a 

life-changing men’s ministry for every man in every congregation. Stay tuned for future developments!

   Yours in Christ, 

   Rich White, President

   Lutheran Men in Mission

   rwhite743@aol.com

ManTalk® Cards  Poker, Cribbage, Bridge… and ManTalk? Add a new dimension 
to game night with this deck of cards. Each card features questions written by men—
for men—that help move the conversation beyond the latest sports scores.
 Card topics include:“Manships” (Relationships), “Man-O-Man” (Sports/Leisure), 
“Manmories” (Lessons/Reflections), “Wild Man” (Spiritual/ Cosmic/Ethics),
 and “Wild Card” (Bad Men). They’re just $7.95 a deck.

Order your deck of ManTalk® Cards, available after March 15,
at lutheranmeninmission.org or calling (800) 638-3522, Ex. 2580 or at vibrantfaith.org or by calling 1-877-239-2492.

Join the Conversation March 15th. Man Cards

Twitter: @mantalkonline 

Face Book: Man Talk Online page (mantalkonline.org)

Email: mantalk.online@yahoo.com



Lutheran Men in Mission introduced the United Methodist Men to the One Year to Live retreat 
program this past January. The LMM leaders involved were (left to right):  LMM Vice President Tim 
Crout, Secretary Bernie Bresson, author/designer of the One Year to Live retreat Lyman Coleman, 
LMM Executive Director Doug Haugen, and LMM board member Jim Monkman.

The combined Lutheran Men in Mission and United 
Methodist Men’s team in a briefing with Lyman 
Coleman before the OYTL retreat.

Lutheran Men in Mission Executive Director 
Doug Haugen with Lyman Coleman and 
United Methodist Men’s leader Larry Malone.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
8765 West Higgins Road / Chicago, IL 60631

lutheranmeninmission.org

one year to live retreat model shared with united methodist men

Lutheran Men in Mission online!
	 	 www.lutheranmeninmission.org
	 	 www.elca.org/lmm

 Follow and join the conversations on these 
 Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) channels: 

 • YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/	 	
	 	 LutheranMenInMission
 • Facebook
 • Twitter at @LutheranMen

Photo gallery for the 2011 Lutheran Men’s Gathering:
 • Photoprose PhotoGraphics,www.photoprose.org


