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Our vision is that every man to have a deeper relationship with

Jesus Christ through an effective men’s ministry in every congregation.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION-—PRAISE GOD!

Building Lutheran Men in Mission

Guys love to build things

Home projects, decks, inventions,
Web pages, businesses, home theater
systems, custom cars and motorcycles,
networks of friends and colleagues, and
organizations—to name a few.

And let’s be honest, men’s ministry
and Lutheran Men in Mission has
been a fine a piece of work from the
beginning. What has been built with
the effort of many faithful, determined
men guided by God over the past 25
years is cause for celebration, thanks
and encouragement for the future.

God has been at work among men
of all ages for a very long time—long
before the birth of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Darrell Rice of Ohio, the first
secretary for the Board of Lutheran

Men in Mission, has a deep and

long sense of history when it comes

to men’s ministry in the Lutheran

church. “Some men have been meeting

in congregations every month and
occasionally in conventions since the turn
of the century, even as Lutheran churches
changed names, merged and reorganized
over the years. As a result, many men’s
ministries and organizations don’t count
their beginnings with the beginning of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
They just kept evolving and continued
their ministries with the beginning of
Lutheran Men in Mission and the ELCA.”

Good food doesn’t hurt
“The common purposes of these groups

stretching back to the 1800s—often called

brotherhoods—were service, learning,
Bible study, fellowship and probably good

food. Every successful event I ever went to

rose or fell on the quality of the food and

The first Executive Committee of Lutheran Men in Mission.

Darrell Rice, Secretary; Jim Gerking, Treasurer.

fellowship,” reflects Darrell with a sense
of humor and understanding of mission.

“Men’s ministry had its ups and downs
over the years, and they often seemed
related to the availability of men to help
accomplish tasks and develop program
materials across the larger church. When
there were no paid staff, lay leaders took
the initiative to gather men and encourage
ministry with men.

“In congregations during the lean years
of the 70s and 80s, men were ‘ticked
off” and felt the church [denominations]
had deserted them. They shut off their

magazines, annual discussion topic books,
program materials and events. But there
were men—lay men and volunteers—who
wanted to keep going even without the
support of the church bodies; they were a
voice for men’s ministry everywhere.
“Even with this ongoing interest, some
congregations began dropping men’s
ministry before the formation of

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Still, there were men who
couldn’t let go of the desire for men’s
ministry to re-establish itself, both
locally and nationally—a churchwide
organization.”

Speaking up for LMM

Heber Rast was one of those early

1| advocates for an organization for
Lutheran men. His experience in South

Carolina fueled his vision, voice and
commitment to ministry with men and

Left to right: Harry Arne, President; Marvin Garza, Vice President; the desire for a national organization.

“Lutheran men in South Carolina

knew what men’s ministry and an
organization specifically for men meant to
them, and we realized what an asset that
could be for the church if every synod and
congregation had such an organization.
We were among those that pleaded for
men’s ministry to be included in the new
church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, but we had to be pretty
creative and persistent to make it happen.”

“Having served on the first Board for
Lutheran Men in Mission, I remember
a group of dedicated men who basically
had little idea of how to get started

(continued on page 4)




This newsletter is sent to all who
contribute to the ministry of
Lutheran Men in Mission.

Your contribution ensures that
foundations will continue to be
sent to you.

Itis our desire that foundations
will be a source of personal
spiritual growth, as wellas a
source of information for those
involved in congregational men’s
ministries.

Please drop us a line or e-mail us,
and share your stories of men’s
ministry that we can use in this
newsletter. We're also interested
in knowing what topics and is-
sues you'd like to see featured.

Lutheran Men in Mission
8765 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60631-4101
lutheranmeninmission.org

Doug Haugen
Executive Director

800 638-3522 ext. 2566
Doug.Haugen@elca.org

Kimberley Moseley
Administrative Assistant
800-638-3522 ext. 2595
Kimberley.Moseley@elca.org

Kyle Pedersen
Young Men’s Ministry Specialist
kylepedersen@aol.com

Rod Boriack
foundations editor/writer

Lutheran Men'’s Gathering
photos taken by:

Dale R. Horkey,
Photoprose PhotoGraphics
www.photoprose.org
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Lutheran Men in Mission: a dream both realized and still unfolding

This July, Lutheran Men in Mission will celebrate our 25th anniversary. Lutheran Men
in Mission was born at the constituting convention at Texas Lutheran College in Seguin,
Texas, on July 17, 1988. It was an idea conceived by a small band of men who had a
dream that there should be a ministry with and to Lutheran men, and they would not
give up until their dream became reality and LMM came into existence.

Lutheran Men in Mission began as a program area
within the Division for Congregational Ministries

of the ELCA. When my professor Bill Pollock and I
interviewed for the position of director at the board’s
first board meeting that fall the board was also work-
ing to develop a constitution and a budget. (Bill, of
course, got the job).

The dream from the beginning was that Lutheran
Men in Mission would one day be a strong, stand-
alone ministry. There have been times when that
dream was in question. Along with the first boards,
Bill set up the structure of the LMM, developed the
first resources, and cultivated leaders—including me.

Bill mentored me into, among other things, this

position. As [ arrived in the office to start my 20th year this past January, my thoughts
flashed back to times of great struggle and even greater progress. Many leaders have
heard me share that at my first board meeting in 1993, I asked the board if I should be
buying a house in the Chicago area or not, because if we had a year in 1993 like we had
in 1992, it would be our last year. On the other hand, I thought of the steps of faith we
have taken to produce things like the Master Builders Bible for Men, One Year to Live
retreats, our Building Men for Christ systematic leadership training, the work we have
done inter-generationally with men, our tri-annual gatherings and other events... and the
list goes on.

Finally, I could not help but reflect on how the dream of that small band of men has
grown and flourished.

We are reaching an increasing number for men for Jesus Christ with a growing number
of programs and resources supported by a magnificent, steady increase in financial sup-
port. What is our secret? I believe it’s that we have kept the MAIN THING the MAIN
THING. That MAIN THING is our vision: that every man have a growing relationship
with Jesus Christ through an effective men’s ministry in every congregation.

This work is a God thing and I'm excited that a growing number of us are allowing
ourselves to be a part of what God is up to. As exciting as the first 25 years has been, it’s
just the beginning of what God is up to with you, and me, and thousands of other men.

Doug Haugen, executive director
Lutheran Men in Mission
Doug. Haugen@elca.org




MOTIVATING YOUNG MEN TO “OPT IN*

Hurricane Sandy blew into the east coast in
October 2012, and blew out leaving destruction
and hurt. In the days before the storm and
for weeks after, many people responded to
appeals by charities through online and text
message giving. The same generosity occurred
in response to the devastation of the 2012
earthquake in Haiti, Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
and the 2004 tsunami in Japan, breaking records
for charitable donations.

As organizations reached out with appreciation
and recognition to donors, many younger donors indicated it
was a one-time gift, and they did not want information on the
organization, their mission, or what the impact was from their
gift on the project that money was given to. The donor’s response
was often “I would like to ‘opt out’ of receiving additional
information. Please don’t call or solicit anything else from me.”

This opting out phenomenon speaks to a more foundational
concern as we strive to disciple and encourage men in their
relationship with Christ. Guys are choosing to “opt out” of getting
involved in organizations and relationships with people in their
community. They feel they have done their part, now keep the
messiness—aka, real life—at arm’s length.

Guys will show up at worship, and drop a check in the offering
plate because they feel it’s the “right thing to do”, but they opt
out of everything else the ministry is offering. In the same way,
guys will keep their lawn meticulously perfect, but opt out of
participating in the neighborhood block party. At work, at church,
in their family, guys opt out for a variety of reasons, both healthy
and selfish.

How do we, as the body of Christ, change the

question? Let us begin the conversation about
helping guys “opt in” to doing life to the fullest,
as Jesus tells us in Mathew 10:10!

Helping Guys Opt In

When the answer to the question “What do
a8 1 get out of this?” is an obligation of time or
money, whatever it is becomes low priority and
the opportune moment to opt out. If we invite
based on activity and events, it just adds fuel to
the fire of busyness.

When the answer to the same question is opportunity to
actively participate in something bigger than themselves, and in
the case of men’s ministry, for deep friendships with other men
and a growing and deepening relationship with Christ, men can
be persuaded to opt in and see where this journey can take them

When we invite them into relationships and friendships to do
life together, it is an invitation to more than busyness. When guys
have other guys that know them for who they are, and continually
show up in their lives, there is magnitude in what they have to
say. Here is where you can share Christ and help the Holy Spirit
Now go be the church! Help us young guys opt in!

Kyle Pedersen is a brother, a son, and walk-along-sider who is
Journeying to the foot of the cross with an amazing crew! When
not doing his day job in Des Moines, 1A, he serves as a Young
Men’s Specialist with Lutheran Men in Mission.

Where are all the young people?

At the top of the list of most troubling
and perplexing problems the church faces
today is the decline in membership. A
growing number of adults and young
people say they do not identify with a
religion.

According to the Pew Research Center,
one-fifth of the U.S. public—and a third
of adults

L

under 30—are religiously

with faith and religion.

You can listen to the following programs
and interviews online at www.npr.org/
series/169065270/losing-our-religion:

* “As Social Issues Drive Young From

Church, Leaders Try To Keep Them”

* “Making Marriage Work When Only

One Spouse Believes In God”

* “On Religion, Some Young People

Show Both Doubt And Respect”

unaffiliated today. (www.pewforum.org)

This trend and reality impacts every
aspect of the church and its mission,
including men’s ministry.

It’s often helpful to know the “lay of the
land” or have a sense of the environment
you are living in when faced with a
problem or a puzzling challenge. A mix of

insight, knowledge, and empathy—among
other things—can lead to new and creative
solutions and directions for our mission
and ministries.

The NPR Special Series: Losing Our
Religion aired on the Morning Edition
program during January and provided a
glimpse into what’s going on in the lives
and hearts of people who are struggling

+ “After Tragedy, Nonbelievers Find
Other Ways To Cope”

* “More Young People Are Moving
Away From Religion, But Why?”

* “Losing Our Religion: The Growth Of
The ‘Nones™

NPR can be found at www.npr.org
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION-PRAISE GOD!

and what needed to be done. We only
shared a strong desire for this—a men’s
organization—to succeed.”

By gathering the support of Lutheran
men from around the country, sharing
ideas and models of men’s ministry, and
speaking up wherever they could, they
succeeded in their work and building
efforts, but not without facing the
challenges of a being a new organization
and ministry in a new church.

We’ve come a long way

Rast, Rice, and others fought hard
early on to create stability and a sense
of purpose and mission. They worked to
develop relationships and visibility within
the churchwide structure as well as in the
synods and congregations of the newly
formed ELCA.

From the beginning, Lutheran Men in
Mission was about men serving Christ
through ministry with men of all ages
and all backgrounds. The work was,
and continues to be, strengthening and
deepening the faith of men so they will
be more confident and faithful in their
lives, families, marriages, relationships,
congregations, communities and places of
work.

And that’s the work that God’s Spirit
has been guiding us to do ever since.

We’ve come a long ways since those
early years—praise God!

Some of the major benchmarks of

LMM'’s health and effectiveness have

included:

 Hiring a staff person at the beginning,
and later a fulltime director for LMM.
There’s been good leadership
throughout the years.

* Generous initial funding from the

ELCA for a strong start.

* The introduction of the Master
Builders program bringing identity,
focus, direction and support to LMM.

* Becoming an independent nonprofit
501c3 organization.

* Development of The Master Builders
Bible for Men and ManTalk Playing
Cards as tools for ministry and
building faith.

+ Creating experiences to help men
grow in their faith journey and build
relationships in their everyday lives:
The One Year to Live retreats,
Building Men for Christ workshops,
Men’s Ministry Summits, and the
national Lutheran Men’s Gatherings.

* Collaborating and networking with
men’s ministry leaders in other
denominations.

And now for the next 25 years...

The vision for Lutheran Men in
Mission’s future is to continue to grow
until “every man has a deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ through an effective
men’s ministry in every congregation.”

What do we think that will look like?

* Men—young and old—talking about
their faith in Christ as easily as they
do about their favorite sports team or
home improvement project.

* Men knowing they have caring,
faithful peers they can talk to about
anything—faith, family, work,
personal struggles, joys, or just life in
general.

* Men listening to God’s Word and
studying scripture—together and alone.

 Every congregation supporting men’s

ministry that reflects its surrounding
community and encourages men in
their faith, personal lives, service, and
reaching out to other men.

* Men’s ministries of every shape
and form, every age and interest,
every culture and language.

+ Elders mentoring young men, and
young men bring new gifts, insights,
and leadership to men’s ministry.

+ Congregations with more men
enthusiastically involved in worship,
leadership, service, and creating new
opportunities for ministry.

A national organization that is
growing, is self-sustaining, inspiring
new ministries, and is clearly focused
on helping every man grow deeper in
his relationship with Jesus Christ.
When all is said and done, amid the

creative ideas and thoughtful planning for

the future, Darrell Rice’s words ground
us in the sense of mission that guides

Lutheran Men in Mission, “Pray and do

what the Lord leads you to do!”

Amen!

Contributors:

Darrell Rice - Member of Israel’s
Lutheran Church, Paris, OH. The first
secretary for the Board of Lutheran

Men in Mission and involved in men’s
ministry since “my dad took me to the
Brotherhood’s annual father and son
banquet when I was still in a high chair.”

Heber Rast - Cameron, SC
Past president of Lutheran Men in
Mission

Doug Haugen - Chicago, IL
Executive Director, Lutheran Men in
Mission

Lutheran Men in Mission online! www.lutheranmeninmission.org

Follow and join the conversations on these Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) channels:

You
Tube

YouTube at www.youtube.com/user/LutheranMeninMission

ﬁ Facebook at www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Lutheran-Men-In-Mission/278139958521 Q Twitter at @LutheranMen

Page 4 Lutheran Men in Mission Spring 2013 Newsletter




Foreman
(520,000 and above)
William D. Sapp

Crew Chief

($10,000-19,999)

Anonymous

Douglas and Ann Larson

Doug and Doris Haugen

James and Deanne Gerking

Jeff Kuchenbecker

Les and Melanie Robbins

Metropolitan Washington,
D.C. Synod

Russell and Lynn McKittrick

Wayne and Esther Schoner

Senior Tradesman
($5,000-9,999)
(raig Garczynski
Larry D. Moeller
LeRoy L. Simonson
Mark F. Vaughan
North Carolina
Lutheran Men in Mission

Tradesman
($2,500-4,999)
Henry L. Howe
(entral States Synod
Darrel S. Rice
Jerome L. Wiedmann
L. Karsten Lundring
Nebraska LMM
Norman L. Smith
Richard L. White
Rollin J. Swanson
South Carolina
Lutheran Men in Mission
Thomas R. Lucas
Velon Burnett

Master Craftsman

($1,000-2,499)

Bruce G. Lundberg

Timothy Crout

Archie Trawick

Bernard A. Bresson

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Auburn, CA

Canton Massillon Conference
Lutheran Men in Mission

David Vorpagel

Donald L. Shaub

Erik S. Kjesbu

Geneva M. Schwartz

Hal Derrick

Harold W. Yost

Heber E. Rast Jr.
Howard B. Vreeland Jr.
Jeffery Mason

John M. Fisher

Kevin L. Johnson

Kyle A. Pedersen
Larry J. Wallman

Lon A. Buss

Lutheran Church Men in Mission
of Northeastern Ohio Synod

Melvin C. Parks

Richard 0. Willrett

Rollie G. Fredrickson

Russell M. Tesch

Terry P. Edwards

Thomas A. Green

Vernon L. Beadles

Wayne E. Caughman

Western lowa Synod
Lutheran Men in Mission

Senior Craftsman

($750-999)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Marysville, OH

Israel’s Lutheran Church,
Paris, OH

Kent R. Suemnicht

St Paul Lutheran Church,
Niceville, FL

Thomas J. Olson

Craftsman
($500-749)
Lawrence J. Clark
Neal E. Snider
Charlene Spillmann
Dale Nettnin
Daniel Kautz
David C. Hammer
Dwain C. Bell
Edgar T. Cleaver
Elmer Ledesma
Fred Fluckiger
Hans Teich
Homer A. Saetre
Jack Schemmel
John H. Everts
Kenneth Moats
Lutheran Men in Mission,
Southeastern MN Synod
Mike Maulick
Paul F. Kasper

Peter Mayer
Peter Walker

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,

Everett, WA

Randy Mink

Ray Christian

Robert Cano

Robert E. Ostqulen

Ron Dillon

Scott Gray

Sierra Pacific Synod

St Andrew Lutheran Church,
Centreville, VA

St John Lutheran Church,
Chester, IL

St Paul Lutheran Church,
Peoria, IL

Southwestern Texas Synod
Lutheran Men in Mission

Thomas J. Ness

Wesley D. Oestreich

William Palomaki

Builder
($250-499)
Andres F. Leone
Brian K. Malison
David W. Anderson
John Nilsen
Jonathan L. Sachs
Livingston L. Chrichlow
Mark Dahl
Peter E. Morin
Roy L. Trexler
Steven B. Cauley
Adolph F. Moller
Alan D. Bilse
Albert Balliet
Alvin P. Kates
Augsburg Lutheran Church,
Orrville, OH
Bill L. Allen
Brad VenHuizen
Brian C. Langsdorf
Bruce F. Kaufman
Chad Burdick
(larence L. Pugh
(lifton W. Anderson
David Weness
Delbert Larson
Don Nelson
Donald Ahrens
Douglas J. Stussi
Edward F. Leonard

Ellen L. Rogers

EricJ. Ecklund

First Lutheran Church

First Lutheran Church,
Madison, WI

Frederick J. Seewoester

George Kroncke

Greg Russell

Gregory L. Poleger

Herb Hergott

James A. Costie

James K. Liberda

James L. Rathe

James S. Willoughby

Jay F. Williamson

Jayson Menke

Jerry Wright

John E. Stephenson

John Gray

John Reimnitz

Joseph A. Popelka

Joseph Fulmer

Karin A. Nelson

Kenneth L. Warkentien

Kurt D. Larson

Larry M. Larson

Lawrence R. Nines

Lee Frye

LeRoy Arhart

Leroy R. Hamlett Jr.

Leroy W. DeHaven

LesR. Jessen

Lower Susquehanna Synod
Lutheran Men in Mission

Nathan Anenson

Nathan Timm

Ned M. Jarrett

Ned Y. Hudson

New Life Lutheran Church,
Pearland, TX

Phil Euler

Philip C. DiGiovanni

Ralph H. Berglund

Randolph Dahlinger

Richard C. Beckman

Robert A. Ballentine

Robert G. Grosse

Roger A. Newton

Ronald C. Thom

Rudy R. Rice

SCSW ELCA LMM Task Force

Stanley T. Wastowicz

Steven L. Crane
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Thanks to God working through the wonderful donors listed below, Lutheran Men
in Mission took a great step forward with a significant increase in gift income

in 2012—an increase of over 33%. We have come a long way, but we need to
continue this generous income in 2013 as we add staff and continue to build this
ministry. Please prayerfully consider how you might help with a gift today. Refer
any additions or corrections to Kimberley Moseley-Cannon at 1-800-638-3522,
ext. 2595, or email Kimberley.Moseley@elca.org.

Tabor Lutheran Churchmen,
Kane, PA

Thomas A. Skrenes

Thomas W. Hardgrove

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Butler, PA

Victor W. Anthony Jr.

Virginia Lutheran Men in
Mission

Ward H. Reesman

Warren F. Bateman

Warren R. Scholten

William A. Christmas Il

William M. Putman

William Schleichert

Wittenberg Lutheran Church,
Granite Quarry, NC

(Up to $250)
Albert . Le Blanc Jr.
Allen K. Anderson
Alvin S. Erickson Jr.
Brian K. Gigee

Carl E. Strong
Carroll D. Lang
Charles B. Dawkins
Charles H. Greene
Chris E. Brekke
Curtis B. Hanson
Daniel C. Pulsfus
David C. Craig
David D. Proctor
David R. Keck Sr.
Delmar R. Kraemer
Duane F. Schafer
Eugene B. Tjarks
Everett Flanigan
Frank L. Keisler
James E. Sudbrock
James S. Aull
Jeffrey J. Larson
John F. Weaver
JohnR. Klatt

Keith 0. Zeh

Keith R. Ainsley
Klaus 0. R. Koch
Kris D. H. Ferkin
Lanny D. Westphal
Larry D. Baker

Lee W. Cunningham
Leroy W. Stadem
MarcA. Miller
Nathan G. Lundgren
Peter D. Hinrich



Philip A. Borleske

Raymond W. Heilener

Richard H. Stough Sr.

Robert E. Drewes

Robert H. Herder

Selmer E. Hatlestad

Sherman G. Hicks

Stanley R. Lillich

Victor A. Baderschneider

Walter F. Jordan

Willard C. Blomquist

William J. Nelson

Wolfgang W. Laudert

A Mighty Fortress Lutheran
Church, Charlotte, NC

Alan J. Strohschein

Alan 0. Schubert

Alton F. Luedke

Arden Swenson

Arnold A. Witt

Arnold Bradshaw

Arthur F. Pautsch

Atonement Lutheran Church,
San Antonio, TX

Barnett Investments

Barry M. Brown

Ben John Schole

Blake F. Putney

Brad Alexander

Bradley Krenke

Brett G. Stampfli

Brian A. Johnson

Caleb Shaw

Cambridge Lutheran Church

Men in Mission, Cambridge, MN

Carl J. Nelson

Carl 0. Ulmer

Chad Lindley

Chad Shealy

Charles H. Berge

Charles M. Leach

Charles S. Merroth

Charles W. Moen

Chisago Lake Lutheran Church,
Center City, MN

Christine E. Iverson

Church of the Abiding Savior,
Durham, NC

Cliff M. Peterson

(lifford G. Schuette

Clyde H. Jundt

Constance Showalter

Curtis Burdick

D. M. Price

Dalton Siirila

Daniel Frawley

Dave Lueders

David C. Beam Il

David K. Lehman

David L. Johnson

David M. Klein

David R. Rossing

Delmar Adolf

Dennis D. Fuhrman

Dennis Heinrich
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Dennis L. Remington
Dennis Ryland
Donal L. Boie
Donald K. Hodek
Donald Landen
Donald P. Skoog, M.D.
Donald V. Wahlgren
Donald W. Baisch
Donald W. Reiman
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Douglas Rehnblom
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Earl H. Kelly
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Faith Lutheran Church,
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First Lutheran Church,
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Frank T. Tucker
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Fred W. Lillich
Frederick L. Eilert
Gary Sprague
GeneL.Zorn
George A. Kegley
George E. Reese
George R. Wertz
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Glenn C. Humann
Grace Lutheran Church,
Tripoli, IA
Grace Lutheran Church,
Hebron, NE
Hal Nielsen
Hans A. Ronnevik
Hans C. Hannemann
Hans Lenschow
Harold L. Barndt
Harry Blume
Harry J. Goehring
Henry D. Schwarz
Henry L. Howe
Henry Oliver Jr.
Herbert E. Snyder
Hilbert Martin

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,

Anderson, SC
Hugh A. Lockerby

lan E. Graue

Jack Leflar

James B. Ellisor
James C. Hertler
James E. Boozer
James E. Swanson
James H. Parker
James L. Dedrickson
James M. Greenlee
James N. Hallman
James R. Curtis
Jane M. Vega

Jay L. Kulp

Jeff Miller

Jeffrey F. Peterson
Jeffrey M. Jones
Jerome C. Trelstad
Jerry Auel

Jerry Johannessen
Jim Westhy
Jimmy Wilson
Joby C. Castine

Joe Amaro

Joe Feagins

John A. Anderson
John C. Hammar
John Douglas Price
John E. Buegel
John E. Knierim
John H. Powell
John M. Anderson
John M. Thane
John Mahony
JohnR. Balzer
John S. Eldridge
John Schallhorn
John W. Holmstedt
John Weiss

John Woodford
Jonathan Esslinger
Joseph A. Martin Jr.
Joseph C. Lavoie
Joseph C. Ridenhour
Josiah Parker

Karl Burtch

Kary Daniels

Keith R. Steger
Kenneth A. Issel
Kenneth A. Mattson
Kerry L. S. Blanke
Kevin E. Burke
Lanny Knickerbocker
Larry D. Hinrichs
Larry E. Erickson
Larry P. Ziemer
Lawrence Monson
Lee H. Hamann
Lee Johnson

Leroy E. Rupprecht
Lester L. Pankratz
Loy J. Sizemore

Lutheran Men in Mission,

Anamosa, I1A

Lutheran Men in Mission,

Western lowa Synod

Lyle Severson

Mads 0. Andenas

Mahlon Laible

Mark A. Markowicz

Mark E. Engel

Mark Juhl

Mark Nielsen

Mark Roisen

Martin Brown

Marvin L. Schinnerer

Men of St. John American

Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD

Men of Trinity Lutheran Church,
Jamestown, ND

Mike D. Krupa

Mike R. Ironside

Monroe E. Pederson

Mount Olive Evangelical
Lutheran Church,
Mukwonago, WI

Nicholas Robbins

Norman E. Sudnick

Norman Zembower

Otho L. Shealy

P.D. Peterson

Parker E. Tupin

Patrick Barnes

Patrick M. Morgan

Paul Christenson

Paul H. Johnson

Paul L. Baumgartner

Peace Lutheran Church,
Sioux Center, IA

Peter J. Shevlin

Peter M. Jonas

Philip E. Frigm

R. L. Chrisinger

Ralph H. Meyer

Ray Dietrich

Raymond Spilker

Reginald A. Keener Sr.

Richard A. Schwebke

Richard A. Sivertson

Richard E. Sorum

Richard F. Spall

Richard Flessner

Richard Jacobsen

Richard Reding

Richfield Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis, MN

Robert R. Sculthorp

Robert C. Hoisington

Robert Carrothers

Robert D. Stenberg

Robert E. Reisch

Robert Eskridge

Robert F. Mueller

Robert F. Pardoe Jr.

Robert L. Hudgins

Robert L. Peterson

Robert R. Huhn

Robert S. Hartman

Robert W. Sandstrom

Rod Stoltenburg

Rodney B. Hurl

Roger A. Zeeb

Roger Luppold

Roland D. Martinson

Ron Byrne

Ron Von Rajcs

Ronald D. Beck

Roy Stroeher

Russell Ruzanski

Ruth M. Larson

S. G. Samuelsen

Southern Ohio Synod Lutheran
Men in Mission

Southwestern Texas Synod
Lutheran Men in Mission

St James Lutheran Church,
Fayetteville, NC

St John Lutheran Church,
Waseca, MN

St John Lutheran Church,
Dimock, SD

St John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Bellevue, OH

St Mark’s Lutheran Church,
Cherryville, NC

St Paul Lutheran Church,
Salisbury, NC

St Paul Lutheran Church,
Fulton, MD

Steve R. Siegle

Steve Sparrow

Steven Laine

Steven Luhr

Steven Nowlan

Susan A. Pohlod-Miller

Susan C. Cook

Theodore Hansen

Timothy Balz

Timothy C. Moermond

Timothy M. Love

Troy Jacobson

Venessa Y. Acham

Victor A. Williams

W. W. Zimdars

Walter F. Williams Jr.

Walter R. Goodman

Warren F. Wilson

Wayne Fulmer

Werner Janssen

Wesley G. Swanson

Wesley R. Swanson

Wesley R. Swanson

William B. Buckner

William C. Tuttle Sr.

William E. Emmons

William E. Tietgens

William 0. Rossing

William Schirmer

William T. Voss

Wisconsin Health and
Educational Facilities
Authority, Brookfield, Wi

Worth M. Fink



A REDEMPTIVE GATHERING FOR MEN

LAKE TAHOE, CA | AUGUST 23-25, 2013

There’s no place elsewhere in Amer-
ica quite like Lake Tahoe, sitting in the
heart of the Sierra Nevada mountains of
California. It’s truly one of God’s great-
est creations, and it’ll prove a potent site
for this year’s Western States Gathering,
where Christian men of all ages will go

relationship with Christ and each other
through a weekend of fun, fellowship and
friendly competition.

It all takes place at Granlibakken Con-

near Tahoe City, where we’ll set the stage

Lutheran Men in Mission Western States Gathering: “High, Wide and Deep”
Granlibakken Conference Center, Tahoe City, CA - August 23-25, 2013

ik K

“High, Wide and Deep” to strengthen their

ference Center on Lake Tahoe’s west shore

SAVE THESE DATES

for a spirited day and a half with special

icebreaker activities, food and music.
Then comes a Saturday of pentathlon-
style activities under the bright Sierra sun
designed to make for a memorable, manly
excursion into... well, be there and you’ll
find out. The main thing is that you’re
there to share in the great fun and food
centered around inspiring discussions
and presentations from pastors and fellow
journeyman Christians.

It promises to be a gathering unlike any
other, so set aside the dates today. More
information is on the way!

INSIDE OUT: For The Glory of God - 11th National Gathering of Methodist Men
Belmont University, Nashville, TN - July 12-14, 2014

All men of all ages are invited to the National Gathering of Methodist Men—
including Lutheran men! From great cutting edge music to classic hymns and workshops
that can change a life. Come and celebrate your connection to the body of Christ.

“There will be great music, inspired preaching, wonder-filled worship, humble
service, on-target workshops, fantastic fellowship, and time of personal and corporate
prayer,” says Gil Hanke, top staff executive of United Methodist Men.

We hope Lutheran men will see this as yet another opportunity to gather with other
men to grow in faith, support each other’s ministries with men, and praise God.

To learn more about the program and speakers, or to register, go to www.
ummgathering.org. You can also call 866-297-4313.

Lutheran Men in Mission Western States
Gathering: “High, Wide and Deep”
Granlibakken Conference Center

Tahoe City, CA - August 23-25, 2013

BUILDING MEN FOR CHRIST WORKSHOPS:
Metro Chicago

St. Mark Lutheran Church
Chicago, IL - April 20

Bl Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Madison, WI - April 27

Salem Lutheran Church
West Alexandria, OH - April 27

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Sidney, NE - June 22

Family of Christ Lutheran Church
Kearney, NC - August 24

Messiah Lutheran Church
Grand Island, NE - October 19

ONE YEAR TO LIVE RETREATS:
Camp Rivercrest
Fremont, NE - April 26-28

SciCon Conference & Retreat Center
Springyville, CA - July 19-21

Camp Fredrick
Rogers, OH - August 23-25

Lutherhill
La Grange, TX - September 20-22

2014 LMM EVENTS:
11th National Gathering of Methodist

¥ Men

INSIDE OUT: For the Glory of God
Belmont University
Nashville, TN - July 12-14, 2014

2014 Triennial Lutheran Men’s Gathering
Loew’s Vanderbilt Hotel

Nashville, TN

Assembly July 17-18, 2014

Gathering July 18-20, 2014

Go to lutheranmeninmission.org
for updated events, program information,
and registration details.
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LET THE MEAL BEGIN AND THE SILENCE BROKEN

By Larry Moeller I stood up and got my deck of ManTalk

Playing Cards. I pulled out a card and

You never know when those simply said, “We’ll each read a question

ManTalk cards are going to come in and

handy! we’ll all answer it.” The first question

This past Christmas I ended up asked was about how we remembered our

with no plans and nowhere to go. fathers, and that’s how the conversation

In addition to my fulltime job, began. They translated the questions and

I've been serving part-time in a responses into Spanish for each other

“guinea pig” role as lay minister and into English for me. As we went on,
and mission developer for Bethel
Lutheran Church, a 92-year-old

church in a changing neighborhood

the ice was broken and the questions and
responses became more in-depth.

in Sacramento, CA. This went on for two hours!

During my work with Bethel, We got to a question about the most

I’ve sometimes asked a few difficult life decision that we had ever
people who are down and out or alone to gather at my house on made—oh, my gosh! There were stories of deciding to leave
Thanksgivings or holidays. So I asked some folks if they had any families behind and coming to the United States to find a better
plans for Christmas day. They didn’t, and we ended up getting life; stories of leaving familiar communities to flee violence. This
together. It was a mix of guests who were Spanish speaking led to deeper conversations and questions about each other’s life
immigrants; Spanish was their first language, and some spoke no stories, families, hopes, struggles, and the presence of God.
English at all. What an incredible conversation and meal! If it weren’t for the
Our meal began, and there we were sitting ManTalk cards, I don’t know if that conversation

around the table, and it’s very silent, so I said, Tell us your story! would have ever gotten started.
“Folks, in my home, as I grew up, we couldn’t Do you have an inspiring or o
possibly have a holiday meal and be silent. We creative ManTalk card story Larry Moeller {zves in Sacramento,. CA, where he
runs an executive search firm and is a member
of The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.

In addition to being active in men’s ministry, he

have to have chatter, and I know I don’t speak to share? Tell your story in
Spanish and we may have some translation an email to Doug Haugen at
problems, but we’re going to find our way doug.haugen@elca.org or
through this.” Everyone chuckled and the Rod Boriack at rboriack@
translating began. aol.com. We can always

use good, high resolution

recently concluded service as part-time licensed
lay minister and mission developer for Bethel

Lutheran Church. Larry is currently an at-large

S board member for Lutheran Men in Mission, and
- - chair of its Development Council.

ManTalk® Cards

Poker, Cribbage, Bridge. .. and ManTalk? Add a new dimension to

4 game night with this deck of cards. Each card features questions written
4 by men—for men—that help move the conversation beyond the latest
£ sports scores. Card topics include:

£ “Manships” (Relationships), “Man-0-Man” (Sports/Leisure),

"“Manmories” (Lessons/Reflections), “Wild Man” (Spiritual/Cosmic/Ethics),

i and “Wild Card” (Bad Men). They're just $7.95 a deck.

Twitter: @mantalkonline  Email: mantalk.online@yahoo.com
Face Book: Man Talk Online page (mantalkonline.org)

Order your ManTalk® Cards at: lutheranmeninmission.org, or by calling 1-800-638-3522, ex. 2580.
Also available at: vibrantfaith.org or 1-877-239-2492.
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FOTeMEN

Retreat!
When I hear the word “retreat”, I have an image of beaten
and weary soldiers losing a battle who are ordered by their
commanding officer to withdraw from the front lines to
retrench and re-evaluate their position and
strategy. In fact, that is the first definition
for the word retreat in the Merriam-Webster

online dictionary:

la. an act or process of withdrawing
especially from what is difficult, dangerous, or
disagreeable

b. the usually forced withdrawal of troops

from an enemy or from an advanced position

However, the dictionary also offers two other

definitions for that word:

2. a place of privacy or safety
3. a period of group withdrawal for prayer, meditation, study,

or instruction under a director

It is these last two definitions that hold a special meaning for
me. [ recently spent two days with twelve other guys and two
pastors at a weekend men’s retreat. We escaped the Friday
chaos and traffic endemic to the cities and suburbs, and arrived
late afternoon at the retreat center located on a working dairy
farm about 80 miles west of the metropolitan Washington DC
area. It was a “technology sabbatical” as well—no cell phones,
no tablets, no laptop PCs, no cable TVs, no DVRs—just the
peaceful sound of the mooing cows and the nearby river
babbling over the rocks behind the retreat center. It was a place

of privacy and safety!

What did we do during these two days? A study of The Lord’s
Prayer using a DVD featuring Walter Wangerin, Jr. guided us
through the two days. We also worshipped together, prayed
together, shared what was going on—both good and bad—

in our lives, ate meals together, watched the movie Bruce
Almighty, played the card game Hearts, and just talked. All of

us became much closer in this journey called life.

There was also free-time to do whatever each of us wanted

to do—individually. Some guys went hiking, others went to
a local antique mall, and others took a nap. Me? I continued
reading the biography of our 21st President
Chester A. Arthur.

No matter what each of us did individually,
we shared one thing in common: we escaped

8l our crazy, hectic lives for two days of peace

and quiet, and grabbed the chance to reflect on

our lives and relationships with God. I came

back from the retreat rested and reinvigorated

having promised God that I’"d make some

changes in my life. What a great weekend!

So I encourage each of you to plan a retreat
with a few guys, and do it. Lutheran Men

in Mission is planning ten One Year to Live retreats in 2013,
should one of these work for you. The key is to get away

and reflect on the life you are living; reflect on—without the
normal distractions and demands—what changes God is
nudging you to make right now and how you can grow closer

to Jesus Christ?

Making time for an occasional retreat is never a waste of time.
It may take some effort to adjust to being “unplugged and
untethered” for a few days, but you won’t regret it. The time
spent away with other men is invaluable for the opportunity to
rest, gather support, ponder life and faith, pray, have fun, and
gather new strength for jumping back into everyday life.

Make the time and take it. Enjoy the gift of being in God’s

presence—alone and with other men.

Yours servant in Christ,
Rich White, President
Lutheran Men in Mission
rwhite743@aol.com
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LUIHERAN

MENMISSION

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
8765 West Higgins Road / Chicago, IL 60631

lutheranmeninmission.org

“COME TO THE WATER”

A 1st Annual Nationwide Fundraising Event in Support of Lutheran Outdoor Ministry

Outdoor ministry and men’s ministry
are distinct, yet their paths and activi-
ties are interwoven in the ways that God
provides for us to carry out our mission
in Christ’s name. A summer-long, week-
long, weekend or one-day camp or retreat
experience has been the foundation for
meaningful spiritual growth for many
of us—young and old alike. This is why
LMM wants to provide a new opportunity
for all Lutheran men, from the “Greatest
Generation” to the “Newest Generation”,
to work together in a way that directly im-
pacts outdoor ministries in a positive way.

Outdoor ministries are frequently by
lakes, streams, rivers or beaches, and that’s
where the concept emerged for “Come to
the Water”. It also reminds us of how we
came to the waters of our baptism, and

how those baptismal waters unite us across
all generations—Boomers, Gen X and Y,
Millennials and beyond.

“Come to the Water” is an effort of
Lutheran Men in Mission to help you
unleash your local creativity and enthusi-
asm to launch a series of local fundraising
and service events that directly support
the Lutheran outdoor ministry(s) of your
choice. This is a lightweight, nimble,
grassroots program reaching out nation-
wide to motivate Lutheran men across all
generations to work “shoulder to shoulder”
in support of the camp, retreat center or
outdoor ministries that hold a special place
in our hearts and minds.

The vision is a series of local fundrais-
ing events (of your choosing) that support
the outdoor ministry (of your choice)

orchestrated and run during Father’s Day
week (Sunday, June 16, 2013) by men’s
groups in Lutheran churches and synods
across the U.S. It’s simple! You provide the
enthusiasm, fundraising activity and dona-
tions; LMM provides ideas, information,
sample materials and a communication
network to support your success. Where,
when, and what you do is up to you.

So please check out www.lutheran-
meninmission.org for FAQs, Leader Kits,
Success Story Report Forms, and plenty of
information for fathers, sons and men of
all ages.

Bible that provides you with:

« 20,000 study questions.

« Bible stories with study questions.
It's an invaluable tool for helping men of all ages connect God’s Word with their lives and
faith. Order enough for your group, as gifts for young men, and to use as an outreach tool
for visitors and men in your community.
Price: $20.00/Bible (plus handling/shipping) ..................... [tem No: 1574941526
or $15/Bible (plus handling/shipping) if 10 or more are ordered.

The Perfect Study Bible for Men of All Ages

The Master Builders Bible for Men, Second Edition, is a special New International Version

« Ready to use Bible studies for men.
«And more!

Order at 800-638-3522, ext.2580 or online at www.elca.org/resources.




